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Water-absorbing leaves. The leaves of submerged plants
are not ordinarily exposed to evaporation and do not have cutin-
ized epidermal walls. They are surrounded by water in which

mineral matter is dissolved, and
so can absorb these substances
directly.

Many plants growing in dry sit-
uations have leaves that are pro-
vided with absorbing hairs. These
may be of great advantage to a
plant by enabling it to absorb
water from light rains which do
not wet the soil, or even from
dew. They are of considerable
use to plants growing in situa-
tions where for long periods there
may be dew every night but no
rain. Dew is condensed on, and
absorbed by, these hairs. Some plants have leaves which are espe-
cially fitted for collecting and absorbing water. The bromeliads
(plants of the pineapple family) furnish excellent examples of
absorbing hairs (Fig. 252).

Fie. 102. Leaf of life plant (Bryo

phyllum pinnatum) producing small

plants.  ( X i)

Fie. 103. Bulbs of lily and onion
Left, uly; center, exterior view of onion bulb; right, section of onion bulb
Carnivorous leaves. There are several different types of leaves
which catch insects and other small animals from which the plant
obtains nitrogenous materials. These have been discussed in the
chapter on assimilation.